
Dear Friends, 

When I sent my email yesterday I was not expecting to have to send another one so soon. However, if 
we have learned anything during this pandemic it is that things can change very quickly and so they 
have. 

As you may have heard, Bishop Adam has tested positive for COVID-19 also. He is experiencing some 
discomfort and is self-isolating at home. We pray his symptoms do not get worse. Please pray for him, 
his wife Theresa and their family as they enter this difficult time. Bishop Michael is in the COVID ward at 
the Victoria Hospital where he is likely to remain for several more days. 

Conditions are getting worse in our province and with both of our Bishops now ill from this virus, and 
out of concern for the welfare and health of all, we need to take some action. Therefore, on the advice 
of and in the name of our Bishops, I am ordering public worship suspended and our buildings closed as 
of midnight, Sunday, November 22 until further notice. 

The Bishops are allowing graveside funeral services only to be conducted with all the necessary social-
distancing and other safety precautions being observed. 

I know this closure will cause some disappointment, personally it does for me, but until things improve it 
is necessary. It is the wise thing to do to ensure our churches are not the source of further transmission. 
We need to be pro-active. I consider this a pre-emptive strike. 

You are encouraged to accommodate worship by using Zoom or some other electronic means. If you 
need financial assistance to do this please contact me regarding the Diocesan program I announced in 
my letter yesterday. 

I encourage you as well to encourage your parishioners to keep connection with one another by phone 
or email or text or other means. The isolation can cause great loneliness and distress so we need to do 
our best to connect and to pray for each other in our parish families and beyond. 

As well as publicizing the building closure, please let your people know the current status of our Bishops 
and ask for their prayers. There have been too many rumours flying around. They each seemed to have 
contracted the virus from a different source. As someone said recently, the virus is now “everywhere.” 

Finally, as I said yesterday, we need to be constant in prayer upholding all and in particular our Bishops 
Michael and Adam as well as Barb Wirsta who is also ill, and their families. 

I would also covet your prayers for the rest of our Diocesan leadership. 

Yours in Christ, 

Andrew Hoskin+ 
Bishop’s Commissary 

hoskin@sasktel.net 
306-941-8898 (cell) 
306-922-4216 (home) 
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