
 
SECTION FOUR – THE COMMANDMENTS (The Law Of Christ) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Law Part Two Of The Commandments – The Law of Christ. 
 

Last week, we talked about the 10 commandments (what God says people should do and 

should not do). 

 

Jesus was asked about the law, which was the greatest commandment and here is what 
he said: 
 
“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, 
“You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”” (Luke 10:25–28 ESV) & (Matt 22:35–
40 ESV) & (Mark 12:28–34 ESV) 
 



Now, when Jesus said to love God this way, he is saying: 

 

WE ARE SUPPOSED TO LOVE GOD WITH THE TOTALITY OF OUR BEING 
 

All that we are.  All that we have.  In the Anglican Prayer Book, we put it this way after 

communion: 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. 
 

In the New Testament, there are four things that Jesus commands us that can be called 
The Law of Christ. 
 
1.  To love God with the totality of your being.  Now, here’s the thing.  You cannot command 

someone to love.  Law and love don’t mix very well.  The only way to love is to live it out.  Love 

is something that has to come from your heart, not from rules. 

 

2.  Love your neighbor.  The natural question here is, “Who is my neighbor?”  In other 

words, who can I not love?  Jesus tells us, in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-

37) where we learn that our neighbor is anybody who crosses our path and who we might 

influence in some way.  This is our neighbor.  Anyone can become a neighbor. 

 

Now, if we take the 10 Commandments, and Jesus summary of the law, we might be 
thinking – wow, that’s a lot that God requires.  But Jesus asks Christians for even more.  
He gives us two more commandments.  The first comes the night before he dies on the cross 

(we celebrate it as Maundy Thursday – “Law” Thursday) 

 
3.  Love one another, as I have loved you.   
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12–13 

ESV) 

 

This is a brand-new law, unique to Jesus.  It says, we as Christians are commanded to love 

each other as Jesus loved us.  And this law, is extreme!  Why?  To love our neighbor as 

ourselves simply means to treat them as we would want to be treated.  In other words, be a 

decent caring human being, doing what the 10 commandments requires (don’t steal from them, 

help them – even take care of people, who might be your enemies).   



But, love one another as Jesus loved us is extreme:  How did Jesus love us?  Let’s have 
a look at the Gospel. 
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil 2:4–11 ESV) 
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So, the commandment of Christ is that in relationship to other disciples, we are commanded to 

love them so much that we would lay down our lives for them.  In fact, we are being 

commanded to put the needs of our Christian brothers and sisters ahead of our own, and to live 

out a cross-shaped life in the church, and in the world. 

 

Now, that is a difficult commandment.  But that’s not all. 
4.  The Great Commission 
“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt 28:18–20 ESV) & (Mark 16:15–17 
ESV) 
 



Jesus is the first to come up with the idea that everyone in the whole world needs to know the 

Gospel, because it is so important, in fact it is the most important thing.  (See the Handout 

again, if you are confused as to why.) 

 

So, we have the 10 Commandments and The Law of Christ 
 
At this point, the Catechism asks, “What We Learn from All of these Laws?” Answer: 
Duty To God and People.  Duty = Our moral or legal obligation.  Responsibility. 
 

(Read Catechism) 

 

Wow, this is heavy-duty stuff isn’t it.  Seems like a lot of stuff in here for us to “do”.   

 

***Okay, at this point you and I are supposed to realize that there is no way that we can bear the 

weight of all of this duty and obligation.  So here is what the catechism says next: 

 

My dear children, know well that you are not able to do these things of yourself, nor to 
walk in the Commandments of God, and to serve him, without his grace and help; which 
you must learn at all times to call for by diligent prayer. Let me hear, therefore, if you can 
say the Lord’s Prayer. (Next Week) 
 

Jesus is not interested in Just Do it!  You need to know, you cannot do these things in your 

own strength, and you cannot live the Christian life without God’s help – SO – you and I need to 

be people of prayer – especially people who pray and live from the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

This is the climactic moment of the catechism.  It started with adoption (you were adopted 

into God’s family, and then went into theology (this is who God is – the essential stuff to know), 

and then the law, both the 10 commandments and Christ’s Law (here is how you are supposed 

to live and act as a Christian, and you and I are falling way short), and then when we see all of 

our duty to God, we should be overwhelmed, and then the catechism says:  I have just loaded 
you down with theology, and law, and duty and all this – but now, I am setting you free – 
you are not bound to do all of this in your own strength, because you can’t.  So call on 
the Lord, in prayer, and ask him to help you.  And when you fail, there is forgiveness in 
Christ. 


