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Home Prayers 

A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families 
1  The Preparation 
The candle or candles on the table or in the worship area may be lit. The one 
who lights them says one of the following: 

Leader  God is our light and our salvation, and in his name 
we light these candles.  May they remind us of the 
beauty of his truth and the radiance of his love. May 
our hearts be open to the light of Christ now and at  
all times.  

All  Lord, in your mercy, let there be light. 

Or 

Leader  O God, you command a light to shine out of  
darkness. Shine in our hearts that we may be as  
lights in the world reflecting the glory of Jesus in  
our lives. 

All  God is light and in him is no darkness.  

Advent 

Leader  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Those  
who follow me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” 

All  Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

Leader  Source of all light, send your Son Jesus Christ to 
shine in our dark world. Help us to prepare our 
hearts to receive him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

Christmas Season 

Leader  Unto us a child is born. 
All  Unto us a Son is given. 
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Leader  O God, your love was so great for us that you gave 
us your Son to shine out in our darkness. Help us to 
make that love known to all the world, through  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Epiphany  

Leader  Arise, shine, for our light has come. 
All  And the glory of the Lord has dawned upon us. 

Leader  Eternal God, who by a star led wise men to the 
worship of your Son. Guide by your light the  
nations of the earth, that the whole world may  
know your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Lent 

Leader  Jesus said, “And if I am lifted up, I will draw  
the whole world to myself.” 

All  We will take up our cross and follow him. 

Leader  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
All  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the  

world. 

Leader  Almighty God, by the suffering of your Son you  
have brought hope to the whole world. Help us in 
our trials and be the strength of our human 
weakness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy Week 

Leader  Hosanna to the Son of David. 
All  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Leader  Father, your Son Jesus humbled himself and  
accepted death on a cross for us. Help us to walk  
with him to Calvary and to bring your love to all  
who suffer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Easter Season 

Leader  May the light of Christ in glory rising scatter the  
darkness of heart and mind. Alleluia! Christ is  
risen. 

All  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Leader  O God, the source of light and life, by the  
resurrection of your only Son you have led us out of 
darkness into your marvellous light, from death  
into life, from slavery into freedom. Bring the light  
of your new creation to us and to our world,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever. Amen. 

Pentecost 

Leader  Come, Holy Spirit, and renew the face of the  
earth. 

All  Come, Holy Spirit, and kindle in our hearts the  
fire of your love. 

Leader  God of love, of your goodness set us aflame with  
that fire of the Spirit which Christ brought upon the 
earth and longs to see blazing throughout the  
world, through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Spirit now and for ever. Amen. 

Saints’ Days 

Leader The saints are your witnesses to the ends of the  
earth. 

All  And lights of the world in their generations. 

Leader     Almighty God, by your grace your servant N, was  
kindled with the fires of your love and became a 
shining light in your Church. Inflame us with the 
same spirit of discipline and love, that we may 
always walk before you as children of light, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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This hymn may be sung.  Tune:  Tallis’s Canon 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father’s glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is he, 
and blest are you, his holy Son. 

Now sunset comes, but light shines forth, 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 

Worthy are you of endless praise, 
O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 

The Collect of the Day may be said. 

2  The Meal  if desired 

For forms of grace before and after meals, see pp. 694–695. 

3 Praise 
Here may follow a psalm, hymn, song, or instrumental music. 

4  Readings 
One or more passages of scripture may be read. 

5  Response 
Any of the following may follow the readings: silence, discussion of the 
scripture passage or theme of the day, reading of a related work of literature, 
telling of a related story, study of special material from the parish, diocese, or 
national Church, discussion of family concerns in the light of scripture or the 
theme of the day. 

6  Intercession 
Prayer may be offered for the Church, the Queen and all in authority, the 
world, the special needs of the group, those in need, and the departed. The 
following litany may be used, or a seasonal litany (pp. 119–123), or any 
prayers from the Occasional Prayers (p. 675); or individuals may offer their 
own prayers, silently or aloud. 
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Leader  Let us pray together to the Lord, saying, “Lord,  
hear our prayer.” 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Loving God, we thank you for your many gifts to  
us, for the love which brings us together, for the  
earth which provides for our needs, for the new life 
you have given us in Jesus Christ, (for . . . ). 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  We pray to you for our Christian family (especially  
for . . . ) and for grace to grow in your love. 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  We pray to you for our world, for all its cares and 
needs, and for all who lead us and care for us, 
(especially . . . ) 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  We pray to you for those in need, for the sick and  
the lonely, for the hurt and the frightened, and for 
those who live without hope (especially . . . ). 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  We pray for those we love who have died, that you 
will surround them with your care and love 
(especially . . . ) 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  We pray for one another, asking you to bless us,  
our friends, and relatives. Bless the places where  
we work, and bless our home and our life together. 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Members of the home may wish to share in personal prayer. Then may be 
said, 

Leader  Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the 
things we have done wrong, the sorrows we have 
caused, the love we have not shown. 
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Silence for reflection is kept. 

All  Most merciful Father, 
forgive us our sins against you 
and against each other. 
Strengthen us to overcome our weaknesses, 
that we may live in love 
as you would have us live, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

One of the following prayers may be said. 

Evening  The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and peace  
at the last. Amen. 

Or  Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night; for the love of your only Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Or  Remain with us, Lord, for the day is far spent and 
evening is at hand. Kindle our hearts on our way  
that we may recognize you in the scriptures and the 
breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your 
love. Amen. 

Morning  Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that  
we may go forth this day in peace and joy, serving 
you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Other prayers for morning and evening may be found on pp. 130 to 132. 

7  The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Or 

Leader  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

8  Conclusion 
One of the following may be said. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with  
us all evermore. Amen. 

Or  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and  
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Or  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”  
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Grace at Meals 

1  Blessed are you, Lord our God, ruler of the universe; you  
give us food from the earth. Amen. 

2  Creator of the universe, you give us this gift of food to 
nourish us and give us life. Bless this food that you have 
made and human hands have prepared. May it satisfy our 
hunger, and in sharing it together may we come closer to  
one another. Amen. 

3  For what we are about to receive, may the Lord make us  
truly thankful, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

4  The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 
  And you give them their food in due season. 
 You open wide your hand 
  And satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
 Holy Spirit. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
 for ever. Amen. 

Bless, O Lord, this food to our use and bless us to your 
service, and make us ever mindful of the needs of others; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

5  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 
 and let these gifts to us be blessed. Amen. 

6  God is great, God is good, 
and we thank him for this food. 
By his hand we all are fed; 
give us, Lord, our daily bread. 
Bless our home with peace and love, 
and grant in Christ a home above. Amen. 

7  For this our daily food, and for every gift which comes from 
you, O God, we bless your holy name (through Jesus Christ 
our Lord). Amen. 
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8  For these and all our blessings, God’s holy name be praised 
(through Jesus Christ our Lord). Amen. 

9  All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above,  
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
for all his love. 

10  For health and strength and daily food, 
we praise your name, O Lord. 

11  Lord, may our fellowship be the revelation of your  
presence and turn our daily bread into bread of life. Amen. 

12  Blessed are you, Lord our God, ruler of the universe; 
we have shared of your bounty, and through your  
goodness we live. Amen. 

Or the Prayer over the Gifts from the propers of the day may be used when 
suitable. 

On the Anniversary of a Baptism 

Blessed are you, Lord God, ruler of the universe; we praise you 
for your love and mercy which you have shown to all your 
people. 

Today we give you thanks and glory as we celebrate the 
anniversary of the day when you made N your son/daughter in 
baptism. 

Give him/her the grace to live in your love, and help this family  
to come closer to you by faith, prayer, and example. 

All glory is yours, Father, through Jesus your Son in the 
communion of your Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Additional Home Prayers 
1  For a Birthday 

God our Father, the birth of your Son Jesus Christ brought 
great joy to Mary and Joseph. We give thanks to you for N, 
whose birthday we celebrate today. May he/she ever grow in 
your faith, hope, and love. We ask this in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

2  For the Blessing of a New Home 

Let us ask God to bless our home. 

Jesus, King of love, you shared in the life of your earthly home 
at Nazareth with Mary and Joseph. Bless, we pray, our new 
home and our life here, that we may help each other and those 
who visit us to grow more and more in your love. We ask this 
in your name and for your sake. 

3  For the Anniversary of a Marriage 

Gracious God, on this our special day we remember with 
thanksgiving our vows of love and commitment to you and to 
each other in marriage. We pray for your continued blessing. 
May we learn from both our joys and sorrows, and discover 
new riches in our life together in you. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

4  For a Member Leaving Home 

Let us ask God to bless us at this time of separation. 

Gracious God, look on us in your love and give us your 
blessing. Be with N, as he/she leaves us, and be with those of us 
who remain here. You know our feelings at this time. Help us 
to remember that we are always united to one another in your 
love, made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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5 For Reconciliation in a Home 

Let us ask God for his healing peace. 

God of peace, forgive us as we forgive each other for all the 
hurt we have brought into our lives. Let your healing love rest 
upon the wounds we have caused by our anger. Deepen our 
love in a new understanding for each other and for you. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ who carried on his cross our 
discord and our grief. 

6  A Thanksgiving 
Our Lord God, we thank you for all your blessings, 
for life and health, 
for laughter and fun, 
for all our powers of mind and body, 
for our homes and the love of dear ones, 
for everything that is beautiful, good and true. 
But above all we thank you for giving your Son 
to be our Saviour and Friend. 
May we always find our true happiness 
in pleasing you and helping others 
to know and love you, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

Other Thanksgivings may be found on p. 129. 

7  For Home and Family 

O God whose desire is that all the peoples of the world should 
be one human family, living together in harmony, grant that 
our home, by its worship and its witness, may help to hasten 
the day when your will is done on earth as it is in heaven. 


